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OR ſhall you blame me, howeyer 

| firange it may (cem, if TI tell you, 

| that this very Clamour agaiaft 

the Exportation of Corn isa Party-Trick, 

and has a Facobire Intereft at the Bottom 

of it—— 1 confeſs, it looks far fetch'd 

but perhaps when it is (et in anearer View, 
it may not look fo odly- 

Tt is well known to all that underftand 
any thing of the Dutch, that they ſcarce 
ſow Corn enough to feed their Cocks and 
Hens, -but that, generally ſpeaking, their 
zrand Magazine of Corn is in Poland and 
Pruſſia, together with a great Quantity 
they receive from Britain— It is alſo well 
known, that the 'Dutch generouſly, rather 
than poljtically, exhaufted themſelves laft 


Year for the Supply of the Armies in the 
Netherlands, and for the Relief of the great 
Cities in Brabaut and Flanders, who de- 
pended upon us, and who ſuffer'd for 
Want of Corn 3 the Streams that us'd to 
come from France beingiftopp'd—It is alſo 
moſt evident, that the grand Supply from 
the Baltick is now effediually ſtopp'd by the 
Plague, which has ſo far ſpread it ſelf at 
Dantfick, and the Ports -thereabouts, that 
the whole Commerce on that ſide is en» 
tirely interrupted, and the Dutch perfe@l 
diſappointed; nor haye the States of Zol- 
land at this time any Place to depend on 
for a Supply of Corn, but Britain 
The Supply down the Abine being but 
ſmall and uncertain. 

Wonder 


” 
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Wonder not then, that ſome People are 
ſo fond of ſtopping our Exportation of Corn 
to Holland 1 to ftraighten the Dutch would 
be a moft acceptable Policy, and pleaſe as 
well as ſerve theic projzQed *chemes of 
traverling the Confederacy, Frum hence 
cames the publick Cry of our Corn being 
exported, and Eagroflers ſending it abroad 
to ſtarve our Poor It they can make 


this Cry popular, the Meb will do the reft. 


for them 3; and a general Stop &t Export* 
tion muſt follow to pleaſe the Ribble, and 
prevent Tumults : Whereas, let the Thing 
he put right —- and ler us fee where the 
Cauſe lies, you'il find there's no Need to 
ſtop Exportation =———— There's Corn 
enough in England to (erve us and the 
Dutch too, and no Ned of tailing the 
Price at alle Th: Vaat is only of ha- 
ving the Laws put in Execution againſt 
Engrofſers, Fore-Rt:lers, and Wich-hulders, 
as mention'd in my laſt, and due Czre to 
be taken to regulate th=- Prices of Corn im 
the Markets —— -— Coin isa pebiick Con- 
cern, and it both is and ought to be in 
the Power of the Magiſtrate ro ſettles the 
Rates at which it ſ3!] be ſold, to chlige 
thoſe that poſſeſs i: ro bring it to the Mar- 
ket, and to prevent Fore-t2alling and En- 
orolling : Tt is needlels for me to repzat 
the ſeveral Stztutes now in Force on that 
Head, nor Can I quote them at this Time, 
being abſent from the Statute-Books, but 
every Juſtice of the Peace can have Re- 
courſe to them. 

The firft Thing is to ſee and (atisfe 
them'elves, that there is reaUy a Quantity 
in hand, chat there is no F-ar, no Pofſibi- 
lity of Want— All the reſt is Cheat and 
Trick, and ought to be regulated by the 
Mzgiſtrate — And my humble Propoſal 
3s this, L hat the due Enquiry info Quantity, 
21d the putting the Laivs in Execu'ion 
zainft Fore-ftaJing, Tr, be firſt done— 
And if that does rot anſwer, then 
Time enough io {iop Exportation 
But that the ſtonning the Exportation may 
be the lat Remedy —and indeed if we were 
t) confder otr own Profit=A Stop of Ex- 
p>crarion of Cora gught tobe the laſt Thing 
we ſhonid do—ſince ev2ryQuarter of Corn, 
we C2n ſpare te {cn abroad, is fo much 
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clear Gain to the publick Stock—But much 
more ſo, when the Price is ſo high, as now 


it is like tobe; every Quarter of Wheat, 


now exported, is as much Gain to the pub- 
lick Stuck, .as-three Quarters-u5'd to be in. 
a Time of the uſual Exportation=— And 
were ail the Cora that is now in Britain, 
orer and above our on necefſarySuply, ſent 
abroad, while the Price-holds thus dezr— 
{ make no doubt, it would furniſh us with 
above two Million Ster], of ready Money 
a Thing, which every Body mutt allow, 
would at this Time d.> uz no (all Kindneſe, 
* But, beſides our own Profir, 1 make no 
S:ruple to ſay, we ought to export it —— 
with Reſpe&@ to the Neceſities of cur 
N-ighbours, the Dutch—— We ought to 
heip them to all we can ſpare, 2nd it weuld 
be moft barbarous in us to with hold Corn 
from them, while we have it to ſpare 
Nor can any Man ſay, we have it not to 
ſpare, becauſe of the Dearneſs at this time. 
It js evident, we have it to ſpare——And 
til] there is a regular Enquiry made into 
the Quantity, it is abſurd for any Body to 
ſay, chere is no-Cora to ſpare. , -—+ 

| remember a Time, when Corn being 
very dear in England, the ſame Humour 
prevail'd among us, as b-gias now to work 
here z and this was in the Years 1694, 
95, and g6,—And you ſhall have a genuine 
Specimen of your Engliſh Generoſj:y by it— 
Our wiſe P-—--t, who ſhew'd at that 


. time by miny Examples, that no Number 


of Mn, however collefted, are icfallivle— 
Among the reft of their moſt wonderful 
Performances, for which ſome People eall'd 
them a deficient P —t, they ſuffer'd 
themſclves to be drawn in to ftop the Ex- 
portation of Corn —becauſe it was dear— 
tho' far from any Scarcicy, fit to requice 
ſuch an extreme Remedy In this 
Stop cf Exportation, they had not the leaft 
Regard to the Diſtreſs cf a N+ighbour 
Nation—who labour'd then. under a terri- 
ble Famine of Bread— And this. Nation 
they bave had Reaſon to ſhew more Re- 
ſpe to fince —and who have on ſeveral 
Occaſions deferv'd very well of us but 
particularly fince that in our uaſting with 
them, I mean the Scors — — Now, 
Gentlemen, Iam not goivg to rip up old 
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Sores between the Nations ———— 1 ſhall 
always be a Healer, not a Widener of 
Breaches among you— But I remind you of 
thi:, meerly to move you in the preſent 
Caſe The S ors had ſupply'd them» 
ſelves with Corn from England tor twoYears 
betors, and indeed that had almoſt cx- 
hauſted Scorland of all their ready Money ; 
England had got two hundred Thouſand 
Pounds Sterl, by the Scors for Corn in about 
13 Months before— Tt is true, that this 
Supply did keep the Price of Corn in 
Scotland ſomething moderate, and the Scors 
made ſhift to tive—-—- But in the middle 
of this, we prohibited the-Expcrtation of 
Ccrn in general- —— And this firuck the 
Scots into the greateft Difficulty imagina- 
ble, The Poor were pertealy diftrefs'd; 
and the next Year's*Crop failing alſo, a 
dreadiul Famine follow*d, inſomuch thac 
the young Men of 2o and 25 Years cf 
Age would look like old Men of Sixty ; 
and Hunger. ha4 ſo disfigur'd the People, 
that the moſt intimate Acquaintance.could 
not know one another but'by their Voices ; 
Multicades famiſh'd for Want of Bread, 
drop'd down dead'in the Fields and Streets— 
And if I may take the modeftieſft Accounts 
there from Men of Probity and Judgment, 
above eighteen Thouſand People periſh'd 
11 Scotland for meer Want of Bread. 

The Diſtreſs may a lictle be gather'd by 
this, that the next Year after, which was 
1698, when the Corn began to ripen in the 
Fie!d+, the poor hungry People, not able to 
fiay till it was ripen'd and gotren in—— 
would run into the Fields, and ſoatch it in 
the Ear, and eat it Green—in (uch a man- 
ner as both ſpoii'd the Corn, and ruin'd the 
. . poor People, throwing chem into Fluxes 

and D;ſtempers, by-which many Thouſands 
dy'd the Year after. 

It would be a Story too moving to tei] 
you the Diftreſs of Scotland, and what 
miſerable Things the poor People fed on ; 
how ſeveral Pevp'e were found dead in the 
Fields with Weeds, and Roots, and Graſs, 
and ſometimes worſe Things even ia their 
Hands, and with the vileſt of Thiags even 
in their Mouths, 

And what was our Condition jn England 
at that Time ? It is true, Corn was dear, 
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but far from Famine; the Corn ye gave 
your Horſes in the City of Londox only, 
would bave kept the whole Nation of Scos- 
land trom ftarving—and yet your wretched 
Politicks choſe rather to let your Neigh- 
bours periſh, than to ſupply them for theic 
Money, when you had it to ſpare, 

We know not -in England what belongs 
to Famine--—* Aad what is your Scarcity y. 
that ye now complain? It amounts to no 
more than this, that your fine Flower, your 
M2nchet-Bread, ia ſhort your Wheat is 

ear — BÞut can you pretend to want in 
England, while your Malt on one hand, 
and your Horſe-Corn on the other 
Ei:her of them, Articles that may well ſtop, 
before the Pdor want Suſtenance, takes up, 
and conſumes an immenſe Q :antity of Corn. 
France is a vaſtly large and populous Na- 
tion, and the Diftreſs of the People there 
this paſt Year, has been very terrible -—— 
The Barley which in England:is conſum'd 
in ftrong Liquors 3 the Beans, Peas, and 
Oates, which our Hnrſes have eaten, how 
would it have made that whole Nation 
ſwim in Plenty ? —- And had they not 
been our Enemies, it had been infinitely 
our Profic to have Tpar'd it, and let our 
Horſes, and thoſe worſt Beaſts, our 
Drunkards, feed on ſomething elſe. 

| Theſe have been the Conſequences of 
our precipitant Stop of Exportation——_— 
And now we have a Sett of Men as for- 
ward to ſtop the Exportation 2gain, only 
in Hopes they ſhall difireſs the Dutch, and 
ſtarve your Armies — — I know, it is 
probable, the Dutch would take it very 
unkindly, and indeed they would nave 
very good Reaſon—- But I am in Hopes, 
the Diftreſs would got precipitate them 
iato a ſeparate Peace with France, 'as the 
Promoters of ſuch a Proje&@ ſeem to hope 
it would ; on the other hand, I think, we 
need not, and indeed ought not, to- try 
whether they will or no, 

The Sum of the Matter is, we ought 
not to. ſtop our Exportation of Corn—but 
as we would .blow up a Houſe ia a Fire- 
Time, as a laſt Remedy, after due Exami- 
nation and full Satisfattion that we want 
Corn for our ſelves—which at thi: Time 
indeed we do not. 

Indeed: 


